25 Activities for Reading and Writing Fun

By: U.S. Department of Education

Doing activities with vour children allows you to promote their reading and writing skills while having fun at the same time. These activities
for pre-readers, beginning readers, and older readers includes what yvou need and what to do for each one.

Activities 1-13 are for Birth to 2* Grade
Activities 14-25 are for Grades 3-6

Activity 1: Books and Babies
Babies love to listen to the human voice. What better way than through reading!

‘What vou'll need:
Some books written especially for babies (books made of cardboard or cloth with flaps to 1ift and holes to peek through).

‘What to do:
& Start out by singing lullabies and folk songs to your baby. When your baby is about six months old, choose books with brightly colored,

simple pictures and lots of rhythm in the text. (Mother Goose thymes are perfect.) Hold your baby in vour lap so he/she can see the
colorful pages of the boek. Include books that show pictures and names of familiar objects.

*  Asvyou read with vour baby, point out objects in the pictures and make sure vour baby sees all the things that are fun to do with
books. {Pat the Bunny by Dorothy Kunhardt is a classic touch-and-feel book for babies.)

Vary the tone of vour voice with different characters in the stories, sing nursery rhymes, make funny faces, do whatever special effects
you can to stimulate your baby's interest.

*  Allow your child to touch and hold cloth and sturdy cardboard books.

»  When reading to a baby, keep the sessions brief but read daily and often.

As yvou read to vour baby, yvour child is forming an association between books and what is most loved — your voice and closeness. Allowing
babies to handle books deepens their attachment even more.
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